Planet Diversity Project
Secretariat
Save Our Seeds

Foundation on Future Farming
Marienstr.19-20

u u
Planet Diversity oo
phone +49 (0) 30 27590309
fax ~ +49(0) 30 27590312

Local, Diverse, GMO-free info@planet-diversity.org

www.planet-diversity.org

First announcement and call to participate

Organising Committee

World Congress on the o )
Future of Food and Farming D ol huth Devepment Snc)

GENET (European NGO caucus on GMOs)
German NGO Forum on Environment

Bonn, Germany, 12th-16th May 2008 and Development

Gene-ethic Network

Greenpeace

Heinrich Boll Foundation

IFOAM (Organic Agricultural Movements)
IGS Initiative for GE-free Seeds and Breeding
SOS (Foundation on Future Farming)

VDW (Federation of German Scientists)

Coming together for a diverse future

Loss of biodiversity and climate change caus ed by man are

arguably the most formidable ecological threats humankind has ever faced. The effects of these
two, closely interdependent phe nomena may be encountered as natural catastrophes threatening
our civilisation. However, they are themselves the e ffects of a presently dominant concept of
civilisation. Can these truly global challenges be met by the same set of technological and
political principles and means that actually led us to this critical point of human as well as
natural history? Food and agriculture lie at the very heart of the problem. Further acceleration of
present trends to industrialise, homoge nize and globalise industrial food production are

certainly not the solution but rather a recipe for disaster.

We will organise a global festival and congress of diversity in May 2008, during the Meeting
of the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Protocol on Biosafety in Bonn, Germany. In
holding the event parallel to these significant international meetings, we also aim to impact and
lobby the government negotiations, especially those on liability and redress for damage caused
by GMOs. "Planet Diversity" will celebrate natural and agricultural biodiversity, the cultural di-
versity of food and agriculture. Its primary goal is to discuss h ow farmers, consumers, food

producers and their communities can cooperate to enrich and defend this diver sity.

We see a global movement from different directions coming together for the common cause
of defending diversity against destructive and threate ning tendencies in agricultural produc-
tion, land use and food production. The initiative for this “World Summit” sprang from the 3rd
European Conference of GMO-Free Regions, Biodiversity and Rural Development in April 2007. Its
goal is to offer an opportunity for enhanced collaboration and to deliver a joint mes sage to the

representatives of governments meeting in Bonn to discuss biodiversity and biosafety.


info@planet-diversity.org
www.planet-diversity.org

Content

DIVERSITY OF MOVEMENTS 3
DIVERSITY AND COMPLEXITY 4
DIVERSITY IS BEAUTIFUL! 5
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 6
PURPOSE 6
PARTICIPANTS 7
SPEAKERS 7
ORGANISING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEES 7
FUNDRAISING 7
PRELIMINARY OUTLINE OF EVENTS 8
MONDAY, MAY 12TH (PENTECOST): A FESTIVAL OF DIVERSITY 8
TUESDAY, MAY 13TH: THE CONFERENCE BEGINS — STORIES AND INITIATIVES 8
WEDNESDAY MAY 14TH: POLICIES, MARKETS AND TECHNOLOGIES 8
THURSDAY, MAY 15TH: STRATEGIES FOR DIVERSITY — CONCEPTS AND PERSPECTIVES 8
FRIDAY, MAY 16TH: GOVERNMENT SHOWDOWN, SMALL FARMERS’ TRIBUNAL, EXCURSIONS 8
WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING? INITIAL IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS 9
SIDE EVENTS 9
DIVERSITY BAZAAR 9
VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION 9
LOBBYING AND PUBLIC SCRUTINY OF THE BIOSAFETY PROTOCOL NEGOTIATIONS 9
FILM FESTIVAL 9
ART & ACTION 9
FooD, TRADITION AND DELIGHTS 9
LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE 10
GLOBAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 10

Planet DiversIty 2



Diversity of Movements

Global control and standardisation of agricultural products and seed stand in direct contradiction
to the concept of local and regional diversity in agriculture and agricultural research. This
dichotomy is manifest in diverse movements. An important common denominator remains the
rejection of genetically-modified crops and livestock in agriculture and food stuffs. This is based

on a multi-faceted and diverse movement of local and global debates on food and its production.

= Beginning in Europe - but increasingly worldwide - regions, communities and farmers’
alliances have declared their soil to be GMO-free regions. They demand self-determination in
rural development and emphasize local diversity and their agricultural traditions and heritage
foods.

= The majority of consumers throughout the entire world reject genetically -modified foods and
want to decide for themselves what they will eat. M any of them demand sustainable and
unaltered products from their own regions and are willing to take on this responsibility. They
seek dialogue with producers and want to promote healthful, savoury and fair alternatives to
destructive, industrial agriculture and animal husbandry. Some consumers, such as Slow
Food, aim to act as co-producers of good, clean and fair food and actively participate in local
and regional farming, not least in order to regain access to a level of quality and delicacy they
no longer find in supermarkets.

= Agricultural development plays a decisive role in combating world hunger and poverty,
most of which appears in rural areas. This is primarily a question of whether agricultural
production and food processing afford people living in rural areas access to food and
knowledge or whether they are considered bothersome elements to be displaced by
thoroughly streamlined, industrial production. However, their labour is no longer needed in
the unsustainable mega-cities of the world and their slums.

= Land, which is worked according to the principles of organic farming, makes up the most
significant “GMO-free zones.” This movement embodies perhaps the most important
revolution concerning the ecological foundation of agriculture and its continued further
development. State-monitored and global standards for labelling and distribution of organic
products capture but a fraction of actual foods produced according to organic principles and
do not yet capture important eco-agricultural enrichments, improvements and innovations.

= Growing numbers of farmers and gardeners are directing their networks against the
patenting and privatisation of seed in the hands of a few multinational corporations. These
networks aim to preserve one of mankind’s oldest cultur al assets for the common good and
future generations. This is not only a matter of the seed itself, but also of the knowledge and
culture contained within the seed. In this sense, seed preservationists and breeders are part of
a much more far-reaching movement for the free exchange of and access to knowledge
and experience in all areas, for example as in the development and distribution of software.

= Women perform most farming work in the world. Traditionally, women have the most
knowledge concerning preservation of seed and the diverse nutritional and medicinal uses of
plants. However, their access to means of production (land, property, technology, knowledge)
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is often cut off in traditional as well as industrial farming. Overcoming this fundamental
injustice is the goal of women's movements and networks around the world and promises at
the same time to unleash what could be the greatest potential for innovation in fighting
poverty and improving food production and rural development.

= Global data on agricultural production (of which less and less is used for food) suppress or
underestimate the amount of food produced for immediate consumption in families and
communities. Subsistence farming, especially of local and neglected varieties, continues to
play a significant role in food production. It not only exists in so -called developing countries,
but rather takes place everywhere in the world, particularly in crisis situations. Because it
stands in the way of global trade and industrial farming, subsistence farmin g is depicted as
backward. Some of these efforts should be celebrated as Gardens of the Future, preserving
important options, traditions, and knowledge, providing the most ecologically -efficient self-
provision at low energy and high labour input and holdin g an enormous potential for
innovation.
At the same time, private gardening plays an increasing role in industrialised countries in the
preservation of varieties that have disappeared from the market. Freshness and taste and
recreational reclaiming of direct relations to the food we enjoy are strong motivations for this
type of luxury subsistence gardening.

= During the last decade, strong criticism of the mechanisms and consequences of the
globalisation of trade and production has developed, including a cri tical and confrontational
scrutiny of the World Trade Organisation WTO and the elitist club of G8 governments. Out of
this dissatisfaction emerges a new global movement in search of a fair and sustainable world
order beyond corporate and military control. Also, practical alternatives such as the fair trade
movement, providing development opportunities through more direct and just relations
between consumers and producers represent a common desire to alter the pace of
globalisation.

= "Food Sovereignty" has become a dazzlingly diverse common reference for these and other
social movements throughout the world in which small farmers and their organisations play a
pivotal role.

Diversity and Complexity

The common thread running through all of these initiatives i s that in their struggle to overcome
the daunting challenges facing humankind in the future (i.e. hunger and poverty, environmental
degradation, climate change, destructive trends in food production and the structure of
agriculture) is, that these movements have turned to the only proven principle of adaptation to
changing circumstances that natural history has provided us: diversity.

Diversity constitutes complexity, not only in ecosystems, but also in social relationships. It is a
cultural, economic and scientific challenge for us to better understand this complexity and
handle it with the necessary stewardship and appropriate respect - to conform to its reality and
use it for the common good.
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In effect, we are talking about the diversity

= of flora and fauna which we directly and indirectly exploit in agriculture and food
production;
= of regional and cultural traditions in food and agricultural practices;

= of knowledge and its conduits; and
= in the innovation and development of sustainable solutions.

Diversity and complexity based concepts may jar with the simplest, most effective market
solutions. The simplification of challenges by reducing them to a few dominant aspects, for
example the maximum profit, the quickest effect, the maximum yield increase or t he largest
possible distribution of a single product on the global market, usually leads to the maximization
of resulting problems. What at first blush appears to be the "silver bullet" frequently proves to
only complicate and actually increase the problem . Complications arising from large hierarchical
systems are not the same as but actually the opposite of the complexity of non -hierarchical
systems. They much resemble the difference between command and participation, between
control and feedback-loops.

This is equally relevant for many scientific approaches and technologies as well as political and
economical concepts of agriculture and food production in development assistance and in
environmental protection. Fads such as genetic engineering, the irratio nal belief in the blessings
of agro-fuels and energy plants, neo liberal recipes for the recovery of economies and world
trade, monocultures which serve the short-term optimisation of crop yields, or gigantic water
projects and other forms of infrastructural megalomania seem to all be plagued by the same
malady: over simplification and ignorance regarding the actual complexity of ecological,
economic, regional and cultural networks and their dependencies.

Diversity is Beautiful !

The commitment to diversity and complexity of local and regional networks on the one hand and
the global context on the other - the much touted “think global, act local” - is not only an
antipode to multinational corporations and the geo -political, military power play of indivi dual
states. Diversity is also a revolution in how we perceive problems and how we search for possible
solutions within each of our own minds. It calls into question human standards and limitations
on power according to the valuation of each and every indi vidual and every life form. It is the
belief that the preservation of diversity is the best insurance against human ignorance and
arrogance but also the best way to secure the greatest possible variety of options for ourselves
and future generations.
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Description of the project

We would like to organise a Global Festival and Congress of D iversity to serve as a counter
weight to the government negotiations of the Rio -Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and
its Protocol on Biosafety in Bonn, Germany, May 2008. We want to celebrate biodiversity, the
cultural diversity of farming, gardening, and food cultures. We want to discuss how the different
movements of farmers, consumers, food producers and their communities can cooperate to
enrich, share and defend this diversity.

Food and agriculture lie at the very heart of the unprecedented challenges of climate change and
loss of biodiversity caused by man. Technocratic concepts of agriculture as increasingly
rationalised commodification of biomass for global fo od, feed, fuel and fibre industries are
accelerating drivers of the problem. While time is running out to stop irreversible destruction and
extinction, key governments, global industries and scientific institutions hold on to a dangerous
faith in centralised, technology-driven mega-solutions.

Hope, however, comes from below: communities, local and regional governments, grassroots
movements and NGOs have begun to make a real difference in thousands of places in a variety of
ways. "Planet Diversity" will bring together representatives from local and regional grassroots
movements and institutions working on food and agricultural innovation and reconciliation

based upon cultural and biological diversity.

From a global perspective, these seem like small, time -consuming steps. Conserving traditional
knowledge and wisdom, attention to details, complexities and interdependencies and respecting
the dignity of the people involved may prove essential virtues for survival and sustainability
through step by step adaptation and learning. Unfortunately, this usually requires adamant
resistance to corruption and the short-term temptations of industrial agriculture as well as
arduous battles with companies, governments, landowners and their experts.

The global movement of resistance against genetically modified organisms in agriculture and
food has been one of the most successful social movements with respect to food and agriculture
in recent years. "GMO-free" has long become an icon and symbol for much more than just the
rejection of a specific technology. It encompasses resistance to vertical corporate control of the
food chain, against patents on life and the destruction of rural livelihoods and a general critique
of industrial agriculture. It combines progressive and conserv ative, rural and urban, global and
regional thinking. It is also a common denominator for a plethora of movements concerning
sustainable agriculture: organic and eco-agriculture and gardening; maintenance and defence of
agricultural and horticultural diversity; free exchange of seeds and know-how; preservation of
traditional farming practices; fair trade; slow food; women'’s agricultural networks; globalisation
critique; new gardening experiments and health food.

Purpose

1. The overall purpose of "Planet Diversity" is to strengthen the above -mentioned initiatives,
movements, and institutions, boost their global co -operation and networking and provide
them with a forum to identify common goals and strategies. In particular, it aims to
overcome the view that these are primarily reactive and even backward approaches. In reality,
these movements address the most fundamental environmental and social challenges we face
and offer true innovation both from the consumer and the producer perspectives; they have
the potential to bring about real and constructive change. However, it appears that the public
at large does not yet fully understand and appreciate this common goal and many of the
actors themselves still lack the feeling of being part of a bigger, common and globa |
approach. Planet Diversity aims to contribute to a "coming out" of these many different
initiatives under the common banner of diversity and food sovereignty.
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2. Organising such an event parallel to the 4™ Meeting of the (141) Parties to the Cartagena
Protocol on Biosafety aims at impacting and lobbying these important international
negotiations, which will focus on minimum standards of liability and redress for damages
caused by genetically modified organisms. That companies wanting to impose this
technology upon farmers and consumers should be held liable for the risks involved should
go without saying. However, as the negotiations stand today, public pressure will desperately
be needed to achieve any progress on this matter.

In addition, we want to send a clear and bold message to the government representatives
from around the world that there is no market for GMOs , and a majority of citizens (not only
in Europe) will continue to resist them.

3. Holding this Congress at the beginning of the Rio-Convention aims to influence the
perception of national and international media and to set the public agenda. Biodiversity is
not simply an issue of nature and wilderness protection or the maintenance of an asset to be
used (and patented) for industrial and scientific purposes in the future. Natural and cultivated
biodiversity is actually a global commons and an issue of cultural diversity and dignity, of
global justice and self-determination. The diverse perceptions and traditions of living with
biodiversity, this wealth of experience and knowledge are threatened by extinction just as the
diversity of organisms itself is threatened by a uniform, industrial and technocratic approach.
As the host of the last CBD, in the city of Curitiba, Brazil, put it: "Diversity is in t he people.”

Participants

We want to invite approximately 500 delegates from around the world, who are working on and
promoting biodiversity-based agriculture. A special emphasis will be on grass -roots activists,
farmers and communities, as well as representatives from regional and local governments and
institutions, especially from Southern countries. We want them to meet with scientists and
experts as well as representatives of NGOs active in the field. A public festival at the beginning of
the Congress aims to attract as many citizens from the area as possible and will be sustained by
farmers, seed-savers, gardeners, small retailers, chefs and other professionals and amateurs

from around Germany and Europe.

Speakers
Speakers will come from the same slate of farmers, grassroots and regional representatives,
complemented by some eminent thinkers and globally -renowned biodiversity activists.
Organising and Advisory Committees

A local organising committee of hosting organisations has already begun work on the e vent. It is
presently comprised of key NGOs with international networks and backgrounds. It will be
enlarged to national and regional initiatives, institutions and companies during the course of the
preparations. In addition, we are presently convening an International Advisory Committee whose
purpose it is to ensure that the agenda is truly representative of the global reality.

Fundraising

The costs of organising such an event are substantial. We are presently seeking financial
contributions and support from co-organisers, foundations, institutions and companies. Financ ial
contributions can be made for specific items and under a variety of different arrangements.
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Preliminary Outline of Events

Monday, May 12th (Pentecost): A Festival of Diversity

A public festival of the senses will mark the beginning of Planet Diversity and the kick -off of the
government negotiations within the framework of the Rio Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) to take place over the next three weeks.

We invite professional and amateur farmers and gardeners, seed producers and propagators,
chefs and food producers to present the diversity of their products, varieties and plants to be
seen and smelled, shared and tasted. It will be a great Festival of Diversity, to which we invite the
people and families of Bonn, Cologne and surrounding areas as well as all friends from Europe
and the world.

Together, we will then assemble around the venue where representatives from 141 me mber
states will convene to the International Protocol on Biosafety under the CBD and discuss
minimum standards of liability and redress for damages caused by genetically modified
organisms. How safe is a technology that no insurance company today is willi ng to insure? Why
would industry and important industrialis ed nations reject any meaningful international liability
regime?

In the evening, the demonstration will end in a concert and revelries appropriate to the
celebration of diversity. All official participants of the Biosafety Protocol will be welcome to join
us in dancing, eating, drinking and debating the essence of diversity.

Tuesday, May 13th: The Conference Begins - Stories and Initiatives

The first day of the Conference will serve as an opportuni ty for participants from all over the
world to meet and get to know each other. GMO -free regions, consumer initiatives, farmers,
environmentalists, chefs, gardeners, seed initiatives, parents and other food experts will present
their conflicts, problems and share their successes with representatives from five continents.
This will take place in joint plenary discussions as well as workshops and regional events. The
focus of this day will be on reports and stories from the regions of the world.

Wednesday May 14th: Policies, Markets and Technologies

The message of this day will be: there is no market for genetically modified food. This message
will be delivered by representatives of farmers, food producers and retailers, consumer and
environmental organisations, of regional and national governments. They will explain their
visions of diversity, rural development, agriculture and food culture. They will also address key
issues and challenges, such as agro-fuels, global warming, expropriation and intellectual

property claims on seed and knowledge, global market pressure and depletion of natural
resources.

Thursday, May 15th: Strategies for Diversity - Concepts and Perspectives

This day will be dedicated to suggestions and planning of next steps. Which issues do w e have in
common? What demands unite us? Which forms of global cooperation do we have and which
could we further develop? The final day should lay the groundwork for practical, future
cooperation not only with conference participants, but also with those w ho follow the conference
on the internet and contribute to the debate via email and video.

Friday, May 16th: Government Showdown, Small Farmers’ Tribunal, Excursions

We will follow the Biosafety Protocol negotiations throughout the week. Experience has sh own
that the meagre chances of an agreement on liability being reached would materialise on this last
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day of negotiations, usually late at night or early in the morning. At this point, public support
from the outside can play a small, but not insignificant, role. For this reason, we will be prepared
for discussions with delegates as well as a public night time vigil.

In addition, a farmers’ tribunal on opportunities and risks of GMOs for small farmers, organised
by Via Campesina and other small farmers’ as sociations, will present its findings to the public.
There will also be an opportunity for excursions on this day.

What else is happening? I nitial ideas and suggestions

Side Events

During lunch breaks, we will take advantage of the opportunity to organise short presentations
and discussions on topics of interest within the official framework of the Biosafety Protocol
negotiations.

Diversity Bazaar

In addition to the festival on the first day, there should be a biodiversity bazaar running parallel
to the conference where representatives of communities, initiatives, organisations, companies
and institutions can present their work to the participants of the conference and official
negotiators. We will also provide space and opportunities for specialised worksho ps parallel to
the conference.

Virtual Participation

We will broadcast the conference live and aim to allow for live contributions to the discussions
via the internet. We also invite initiatives and organisations to participate in the Diversity Bazaar
by means of the internet from home. We invite professional and amateur film producers to
contribute and to help us in bringing the stories, views, experiences, joy and misery of
communities, grassroots activities, kitchens, gardens and fields from around the w orld to the
common table of this conference.

Lobbying and Public Scrutiny of the Biosafety Protocol N egotiations

On the conference website (www.planet-diversity.org) we will also cover the official negotiati ons
and enable people to follow and react to the positions taken by negotiators of their countries in
close cooperation with the specialised lobby task force of NGOs.

Film Festival

Many excellent films on this topic have already been produced, and we woul d like to show them
over the course of the week - not only to conference participants, but also to the general public.

Art & Action

Diversity in agriculture and food lends itself to visual and sensual representation. At this time we
are looking for artists who would be interested in exploring this option.

Food, Tradition and Delights

Obviously, stuffing the participants with fast food is not a catering option for this event. Lunch -
breaks and dinner will be important elements of the conference deliberations and enable
participants to exchange their traditions, pleasures and experiences sometimes hard to describe
with words in the universal language of shared meals.
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Local Organising Committee

ABL (Family Farmers Union)

Consumers International

EED, Protestant Church Development Service
Friends of The Earth

GENET (European NGO network on genetic
engineering)

German NGO Forum on Environment and
Development

Greenpeace International

Heinrich Boll Foundation

IFOAM (International Federation of Organic
Agricultural Movements)

Initiative for GE-free Seeds and Breeding (IG
Saatgut)

Gene-ethic Network (Gen-ethisches Netzwerk)
Save Our Seeds (Foundation on Future Farming)
serving also as the Secretariat and legal entity
VDW (Federation of German Scientists)

Global Advisory Committee

GLOBAL

Juan Lopez Villar, Friends of the Earth
International, Angola

Pat Mooney, ETC Group, Canada

Louise Luttikholt, IFOAM, Germany

Anna Gyorgy, Women and Life on Earth,
Germany

Vandana Shiva, International Commission on
the Future of Food, India

Jan van Aken, Greenpeace International,
Netherlands

Helena Norberg-Hodge, International Society
for Ecology and Culture, ISEC, United Kingdom
Mayra Moro-Coco, MADRE, USA

Monica Aleman, International Indigenous
Women'’s Forum, USA

AFRICA

Meriem Louanchi, Ass. de Réflexion,
d'Echanges et d'Actions pour I'Environnement
et le Développement, Algeria

Sue Edwards, Institute for Sustainable
Development, Ethiopia

Ibrahim Ouédraogo, COPAGEN, Ivory Coast
Mamadou Goita, IRPAD, Forum Nyeleni, Mali
Mamadou Lamine Coulibaly, Coordination
Nationale des Organisations Paysannes du
Mali, Mali

Mariam Mayet, African Centre for Biosafety,
South Africa

Leslie Lidell, BioWatch Southafrica, South
Africa

Marjorie Chola Chonya, Participatory
Ecological Land Use Management, PELUM,
Zambia

Andrew Mushita, Community Technology
Development Trust, Zimbabwe

Cathy Rutivi, Consumers International Africa,
Zimbabwe

ASIA

Chee Yoke Ling, Third World Network, China
Sze Ping Lo, Greenpeace China, China

P.V. Satheesh, Deccan Development Society,
India

Karsten Wolff, THANAL, India

Ryoko Shimizu, Seikatsu Club Consumers' Co-
operative Union, Japan

Indrani Thuraisingham, Consumers
International Asia, Malaysia
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Agnes Lintao, SEARICE, Philippines
Witoon Lianchamroon, Biothai, Thailand

AUSTRALO-PACIFIC

Scott Kinnear, Biological Farmers of Australia,
Australia

Claire Bleakley, GE Free New Zealand, New
Zealand

Simon Terry, Sustainability Council of New
Zealand, New Zealand

EUROPE

Dominique Guillet, Kokopelli Seed Foundation,
France

Giorgi Maghradze, GMO free Caucasus,
Georgia

Christine von Weizsdicker, Federation of
German Scientists, Germany

Hartmut Meyer, GENET European NGO
Network on Genetic Engineering, Germany
Edith van Walsum, ILEIA Centre for Information
on Low External Input and Sustainable
Agriculture, Netherlands

Florianne Koechlin, Blauen-Institut, Switzerland
Jean-Louis Gueydon, Fondation pour une Terre
Humaine, Switzerland

LATIN AMERICA

Georgina Catacora, Tierra Viva, Fundacion
AGRECOL Andes, Bolivia

Gabriel Fernandes, Assessoria e Servicos a
Projetos em Agricultura Alternativa, AS-PTA,
Brasil

Maria Isabel Manzur, Fundacion Sociedades
Sustentables, Chile

Elisabeth Bravo, Red por una América Latina
Libre de Tansgénicos, RALLT, Ecuador
Felipe Iniguez Perez, Movimiento
Agroecologico de América Latina y el Caribe,
MAELA, Mexico

NORTH AMERICA

Percy Schmeiser, Schmeiser Enterprises Ltd.,
Canada

Beth Burrows, Edmonds Institute, USA
Andrew Kimbrell, Center for Food Safety, USA
George Naylor, National Family Farmers
Coalition, USA

Brian Tokar, GMO Free Vermont, USA



