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Summary from Sabine Brückmann, WECF: 

The goal of this workshop was to identify and discuss ways and means to protect and secure 
communities, healthy foods and agricultural production by engaging and empowering 
women. 

The first speaker was Maria Mies, ecofeminist and co-founder of Diverse Women for 
Diversity. She thought it would be a terrible thing if the whole world was opened up for 
investors in food. “This will have enormous consequences and not only for poor countries.” 
According to her we have to do something against it. “This is nothing new, we talked about 
hunger and kept talking about it, in 1996 and in 2008. It’s not just the big multinationals, or 
WTO or the World Bank who follow this policy of globalisation, liberalisation. That is the 
policy today and was the policy years ago.  All the big UN organisations, media, everybody 
says that we have to produce food in order to combat hunger, but we don’t seem to learn 
from it.  We have to fight the big corporations who really profit from this.  Food security is the 
main basis for life on earth, without diversity there will not be life on earth. We have gone 
back, we are not going forward. “Where do we go from now? It is important to reflect, 
otherwise we have to repeat the same things again and again. We have to make clear that it 
is not just poverty in the poor countries that we have to fight; now hunger is threatening the 
rich countries – it is already visible in the US.” 

We are not gender, we are women 

The next speaker, Marie Aminata Khan from the Montreal secretariat of the Convention on 
Biodiversity, said that a CBD program was training women, and specifically indigenous 
women, on how to make their voices heard. A critical note from the audience was that it was 
not the women who should be trained to be heard, but the men who should be trained to 
listen! Another critical remark was made about the strategic objectives of the CBD 
concerning gender mainstreaming and gender equality in the field of biodiversity. “We are not 
gender, we are women. Gender does not exist,” was one comment that found a lot of 
support. 

Urban gardens 

Elisabeth Meyer-Renschhausen, author and academic from Berlin, presented a slideshow 
about urban gardening “The new Gardening and Greening movement: biodiversity from inner 
city vacant lots, urban farms and community gardens.” Elisabeth has researched and written 
about urban gardens in New York City, and presented photos from NYC’s Bronx and Harlem. 
In the Red Hook market in the Bronx, women and youngsters were selling their own garden 
vegetables. Young boys are proud to build their community market; an informal system in the 
rich cities as they do not have to pay taxes.  There are ever more organic gardens growing in 
Harlem and the Bronx.  Even the richer parts of New York have community gardens. Now 
there’s a second wave of organic gardening attracting young people.  

Hope 

Next speaker was Farida Akhter, executive director of the Bangladesh policy and advocacy 
institute UBINIG. She asked the group: “How are you going to feed 6 billion people?  But 
biotechnology cannot feed the world. By 2010 we would feed the world and we still have 850 
million hungry people in this world – this is the contribution of biotechnology.”  
Fortunately, she said, biodiversity has become an issue. The farmers are coming to their big 
meetings. And when they speak out you can see that that changes the whole thing.  In the 
woman’s movement in Bangladesh biodiversity has become a big issue. There is a positive 
change. That is the hope.  
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