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 South America



• Argentina

• Bolivia

• Brazil

• Peru

• Uruguay



 Argentina
• Terminator has become a dynamic issue on the agenda

of organizations and local movements

• The government says it supports a moratorium,
although this is largely because of social pressure and
not because it believes in the proposal. It thinks that
“GURTs can be an option for “pharmaceutical plants”

• Organizations are preparing a proposed law to prohibit
GURTs. They are debating the best strategy and time to
present it, as well as the parliamentarians who can
support the proposal.

• Organizations initially involved: Ceppas, Grain, GRR –
and an informal forum to debate the issue has already
been created



 Bolivia
• The government is very receptive to the issue

and has a clear position in support of a
moratorium, although limited conditions to
participate in the COP

• The national constitution prohibits GMOs in
general so an specific legislation is not needed
to ban Terminator

• But the constitution will probably be subject to a
plebiscite

• Organizations initially involved: Tierra Viva,
Fobomade, Aopeb, Amawtas “Qhutiya”,
Fundación RENACE



 Brazil

• Terminator is prohibited by the Biosafety Law/2005

• The congressional delegation that supports
agribusiness presented a bill to liberate Terminator

• The issue has become part of the agenda of
movements, organizations and the Campaign
Brazil Free of GMOs

• The National Food Security Council adopted a
clear position against the technology and for its
banning

• The Campaign produced materials for training to be
conducted by movements and organizations



 Peru

• Discussion of GMOs in general is very strong,
for this reason the issue of the Terminator loses
a bit of strength in the broader debate

• The Peru Free of GMOs platform has
Terminator on its agenda, although the priority
are discussions such as labeling, prohibition of
GMOs, training and others

• The country is discussing legal measures on
GMOs

• Organizations initially involved: RAAA, Platform
Peru Free of GMOs



 Uruguay
• Organizations have discussed the issue with the
government, which has said it supports a moratorium

• There is a contradictory position, from the government’s
environmental representative, in relation to “GURTs
mosquitos ”, although this is not predominant

• The country is discussing a Biosafety law. If GMOs in
general cannot be prohibited, an attempt will be made to
insert an article to prohibit GURTs

• Organizations initially involved: The Networks-AT, WRM,
Apodu, Rap-AL



Brazil
Law 11.105, of March 24 2005

Biosafety Law
Art. 6 It is hereby prohibited:
...
        VII – the use, commercialization,

registration, patenting and licensing of
genetic use restriction technology.



• The bill nº 268/2007 aims to authorize patenting, research
or any other activity other than the commercialization of
seeds that contain GURTs

• Commercialization would be permitted only in the case of
bioreactor plants, defined as plants genetically modified to
produce proteins or substances destined principally for
therapeutic or industrial use.

• The use of “bioreactor plants” attempts to hide the real
objective: permission for using this technology for field
research and permission for patenting Terminator
technology in Brazil.

- The definition of bioreactor plants is very broad and
leaves margin for various interpretations about which
plants can or cannot be bioreactors.

- It specifically mentions sugar-cane as an example



• The bill must still pass through two other steps
before it goes to the floor. Step 1 we were able
to defeat.

• In April 2008, a meeting about the issue was
conducted in the Congress where only
representatives of companies and pro-GURT
researchers were invited.

• After pressure from movements a public hearing
is being set for a confrontation of positions



Process N.: 01200.001308/2005-00
Applicant: International Paper do Brasil Ltda.

Date of CTNBio decision: June 20th, 2006

... “Although the biosecurity measures proposed
have been considered suitable, the genetic

construction of the GMOs contains a gene that
impedes the formation of pollen grains and thus
involves Genetic Use Restriction Technology or

GURT, which is prohibited in Brazil,by Law 11.105
of  March 24, 2005, in article 6º, sole paragraph”.



POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF TERMINATOR TECHNOLOGY
ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN BRAZIL

Forecast of annual spending, if it became necessary to purchase 100%
of the corn and soybean seeds each year, in a scenario where
Terminator is allowed:

• In the case of corn:
- 21% of the seeds come from government companies, 21% from
private Brazilian companies and 58% from transnationals

- spending on seeds would increase from R$ 162 million to R$ 1,17
billion

• In the case of soybeans:
– 48% of the available seeds are from government companies, 24%

from private Brazilian companies and 28% from transnationals

– spending seeds would increase from R$ 372 million (conventional)
to R$ 1,04 billion and R$ 612 million (GMO-RR) to R$ 1,67



• Cost of seeds in relation to total production costs
– 3-10% in conventional crops with high use of

technology.

– Up to 100% in the case of family farms, which
use few purchased inputs or use products
they produce

• The cost of seed could come to be the total
production cost

• The control over seeds could represent a
strong component of control over
production

SEAB-Paraná



What are we doing/can do:

• Producing information materials in accessible language

• Distributing printed materials which also will be made
available on the internet

• Monitoring  of government institutions and popular pressure
(in congress, the biosafety commission, etc...) – letters, fax,
demonstrations, etc ...

• Build a permanent process of training and information in
organizations and communities

• Promote alternatives to this development model - farmers and
consumers



• Sugar cane

• GM trees
–Eucaliptus sp.



• poster

• leaflet • tabloid
12 pages

• video - 22 minutes



• Study on Terminator seeds
in Brazil (English)

37 pages

• Study on Terminator seeds in
Brazil (Portuguese)

39 pages

All available at http//: www.terminar terminator.org


