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For regional biodiversity against global monocultures
Participants at demonstration, festival and Planet Diversity Congress
campaign for biodiversity

To mark the beginning of negotiations on the UN Cartege na Biosafety Protocol in Bonn,
Germany, «Planet Diversity> will bring together guardians of biodiversity from around the
world. On May 12" they will welcome UN convention delegates with a demonstration and
festival «for biodiversity Oregional, fair and GMO-free!> More than 80 farmers,
development and environmental organisations will support the demonstration, calling for a
radical change in agricultural policy. The message of the recent IAASTD report on world
agriculture is clear: industrial agriculture with its vast monocultures, factory farming and
use of pesticides and genetic engineering cannot sustainably combat hunger in the world.

(We need a new agriculture,[said Benedikt Haerlin, lead organiser of the Planet Diversity
congress. [One billion peop le are starving,Che said, [@nd although the current protests are mainly
taking place in the cities, most of the world¢s hungry live in rural areas. We cannot afford
monocultures any longer, with their massive input of fertilizers and pesticides.[0Genetic
engineering is no solution, nor is patenting of seeds which prohibits the traditional exchange of
seeds f and with it the exchange of ancient knowledge.

(We stand at a crossroads,[declared Georg Jancen, executive director of the German Family
Farmers Union AbL, which is organising the demonstration. He maintains that radical changes
are needed to support small farmers on a global scale. Yet the German government with its one -
sided promotion of the agricultural industry wants to keep things just as they a re until 2013.
Genetically modified plants are no solution as they only increase farmers¢ dependency on the
agricultural industry. Ve call upon the German government, the governments of the federal
states and the German Farmers Union to reconsider. The fu ture belongs to small-scale farming,
not to industrial agri-business. We want to emphasise quality: healthy, GMO -free foods instead of
industrial mass produce.[

The organisers will not allow the countries of the Northern and the Southern hemisphere to
become divided over these issues. To strengthen international cooperation they have called for
an international rally and demonstration in Bonn on 12 May 2008.

The demonstration¢s demands are almost the identical with those of the IAASTD report on world
agriculture: against global monoculture, against agro -fuels and international fuel speculation,
against experiments in genetic engineering, bio -piracy and patents on life. For the preservation of
regional biodiversity with the free exchange of seeds and kn owledge.

Speakers at the final rally include two Right Livelihood Award laureates: Indian physicist Vandana
Shiva and Canadian farmer Percy Schmeiser, who was sued by chemical giant Monsanto for






